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Parent Meeting

Course Registration 2023/2024
Class of 2025/2026

 



Agenda
● High School Graduation 

Requirements
● Endorsements/Programs of Study
● STAAR Testing
● College Admission Testing
● AP and Dual Credit Classes
● GPA/Class Rank
● Course Selection Process
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kimberlee.brinkley@argyleisd.com

Elizabeth Davis (Rut-Z) 
elizabeth.davis@argyleisd.com
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 Foundation High School Plan 
Requirements and 

Endorsements
Class of 2025/2026



Graduation Requirements
Requires a total of 26 credits to include:

O English (4 Credits)
O  Eng. I, Eng. II, Eng. III and Eng. IV

O Math (4 Credits)
O Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 2, and a 4th Math

O Science  (4 Credits)
O Biology, IPC, Chemistry,  Physics and/or a 4th Science

O Social Studies  (4 Credits)
O World Geography,  World History, US History, 

Government and Economics



Graduation Requirements
O LOTE (2 Credits) – Spanish I and II, French I 

and II, or American Sign Language I and II

O Physical Education (1 Credit)

O Fine Arts (1 Credit)

O Elective Credits (6 Credits)



ENDORSEMENTS



Non-Discrimination Policy
 
The Argyle Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, or age in any of its career and technical education programs, services, or activities, in 
accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964m as amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 
 
For inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies under Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504, contact Dr. 
Deana Steeber, Assistant Superintendent, via email at dsteeber@argyleisd.com or by phone at 
940-464-7241.  Dr. Steeber can also be reached at Argyle ISD’s central offices, 800 Eagle Drive in Argyle, 
TX. 
 

Title VI, Title IX, & Section 504 Coordinator
Dr. Deana Steeber

Assistant Superintendent
800 Eagle Drive

Argyle, TX 76226
dsteeber@argyleisd.com

940-464-7241



AHS STEM Programs of Study

Math – The student must complete Alg. I, Geometry, Alg. II and two 
additional math courses for which Alg. II is a prerequisite.

Science – The student must complete Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
and two additional science courses.

Cybersecurity

Engineering



Business and Industry  - AHS Programs 
of Study

Digital Communications 

Business Management 

Marketing and Sales 

Journalism 

Accounting and Financial Services 

Culinary Arts 



Endorsements – Arts and Humanities
 

❖ A total of five Social Studies credits.

❖ Four Levels of the same Language Other Than English 
(LOTE)

❖ Four Levels of the same Language Other Than English 
(LOTE).

Two levels each of two different LOTE’s.

❖ A coherent sequence of four credits in Fine Arts.



Public Services Programs of Study

      Healthcare Therapeutic
      Law Enforcement 
      Teaching and Training *New*



Endorsements - 
Multidisciplinary

❖
Four credits in each of the four core foundation areas including 
English 4 and Chemistry and/or Physics.

❖ Four credits in Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Credit (DC) in the 
areas of English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Economics, LOTE or 
Fine Arts.

❖ *This endorsement includes the courses that most colleges 
have listed for admission consideration.  It also incorporates 
courses required by the NCAA Clearinghouse.



Denton Lagrone Academy
Animation

Architecture

Automotive (Starts 10th grade)

Aviation

Commercial Photography

Computer Maintenance 

Graphic Design

Hospitality

HVAC

Court Systems

Cosmetology (Starts in 10th grade)

Welding (Starts 10th grade)

Fire Academy

EMT

https://www.dentonisd.org/Page/2971
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Things To Consider…
O In choosing or changing an endorsement, students need to consider 

interests and career goals.

O It is important for students to consider this as career exploration.  
This is not locking them into a college major.



Distinguished Level of Achievement
Distinguished Level of Achievement is 
earned  by meeting the four 
requirements below. 
★ Successfully completing the FHSP
★ Earning at least one Endorsement
★ Completing four levels of Science and four    

levels of Math to include Algebra II

To be considered for the top 10% a student must meet 
the Distinguished Level of Achievement.



Testing – STAAR EOC’s
STAAR Testing (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness)
 
The STAAR End-of-Course (EOC) assessments include:  
 
O English I 
O English II  
O Algebra I 
O Biology 
O US History 
 



College Admissions Testing
❖ PSAT - All sophomores take the PSAT in 

October of 2023.  Free.

❖ Juniors register and pay to take the PSAT.  
Junior year PSAT can qualify students  for 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Competition.



College Admissions Testing
❖ If your students plan to attend a 4 year college or university, SAT or ACT 

might be required.  Most schools are still test optional.

❖ We encourage students to take both tests to see which they prefer and 
which test results are higher.  You may want to focus on retesting on that 
particular test.



❖ The optimal time to take SAT/ACT is spring of 
junior year or  summer going into their senior year.

❖ Test retakes may be at the beginning of the senior 
year.



AP or DUAL CREDIT



English III AP/Dual Enrollment First 
Year Composition

This course is primarily a course in effective writing and critical reading, with special 
emphasis on rhetoric and argument. 

AP: Rigorous coursework and college credit is awarded only if you pass the test in May. It is best to call the registrar at 
the school you want to attend (especially if out of state) and ask if they accept college credit from Texas Woman’s 
University. If not, choose AP. If so, you may want DE instead.

Dual enrollment: Successful completion of the course ensures 3 hours in the fall and 3 hours in the spring (6 total 
credit hours for the year)

● Do you enjoy writing and/or would you like to improve your writing?
This is a writing intensive class.  We will focus on argument and rhetorical analysis, which is new for some students.  If 
you enjoy arguing and would like to improve your writing style, AP/Dual is your class.  You can expect to write at least 
eight process essays over the course of the year, in addition to timed writings and short writing tasks.  Most of these 
assignments will be completed outside of class, and you will be evaluated as a college student—not a junior in high 
school.



English III AP/Dual Enrollment First 
Year Composition

● Are you frequently absent?
You will be at a disadvantage if you consistently miss class.  If you’re in dual credit, there is an 
attendance policy that will affect your grade.  Extra-curricular absences DO count against your 
attendance for dual credit.    

● Do you enjoy reading and discussion?
As you might expect there is a fairly heavy reading load in AP/Dual Credit.  It’s mostly nonfiction. 

● Are you willing to complete a summer reading project?
All students enrolled in AP or Dual Credit must complete a summer reading project by the second day 
of school.  This project will consist of reading a book, watching a documentary, and writing various 
analysis responses.  Students will also be assessed over this material during the first weeks of school.



U.S. History - Dual Credit/AP
This class is a three hour a week lecture class.  The majority of instruction in this course is lecture based.  
Students should be able to read a college level textbook and write at an advanced level.  My goal is to make this 
course as similar as possible as if you were taking this class at TWU in Denton.

Summer:
● A summer reading assignment and essay is required of all students.  It is due the first day of school.

Dual Credit:
● Required to purchase textbooks
● Timed writing (essay) at the conclusion of each unit
● Semester research paper (1500 words)

AP:
● Textbook provided by AHS
● AP Exam essay at the conclusion of each unit
● Frequent, timed AP exam writing practice
● College Board Personal Progress Checks for each unit

Both Courses:

● Multiple choice exams
● Daily classwork
● Frequent, timed chapter 

reading quizzes



Dual Credit - TWU 
❖ When a student takes a college course for both high school and 

college credit - this is considered a dual enrollment credit. 
❖ The student must meet the college requirements, pay tuition, 

and have high school approval for enrollment.

❖ Dual Credit starts in the junior year for most classes. 
Pre-Calculus may start sooner (after Algebra II) .

❖ *WATCH FOR SCHOOL MESSENGER ON MARCH 1ST WITH A 
LINK FOR APPLY TEXAS APPLICATION - DEADLINE OF 
MARCH 17TH*



Dual Credit - TWU
❖ Students will need to take the TSIA2 

(Texas Success Initiative) to qualify to take 
Dual Credit classes.

❖ Reading and Writing for English/History 
classes; Math for Math, Science and 
Economic classes



Dual Credit - TWU 
TSIA2 Testing Dates: April 18 and 19

Testing is for 10th graders only.  11th 
grader will either get a waiver, exemption 

or must test through TWU.



Dual Credit - TWU 
English III
US History
PreCalculus (Fall-College Algebra/Spring-College Trig)
English IV 
Biology
Chemistry
Calculus 
U.S. Government 
Macro Economics
Micro Economics



Advanced Placement
❖ AP is a college level course.

❖ Students have the opportunity to take the AP exam at the 
end of the course.

❖ College credit is awarded to students depending on how they 
score on the exam.

❖ Score of a 5, 4 or 3 will earn college credit.



AP Courses
AP English III
AP English IV
AP Calculus
AP Statistics
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics I
AP Physics II
AP Physics C
AP PreCalculus

AP Environmental Science
AP Human Geography
AP World History
AP US History
AP US Government
AP Macroeconomics
AP Microeconomics
AP European History
AP Studio Art Classes



Grade Point Average 
and Rank

Class of 2025/2026



Grade Point Average and Rank
O AHS uses a 100 point weighted GPA scale.
O GPA is cumulative.  
O It is recalculated each semester.
O GPA determines class rank.
O The State of Texas says a student can have 

automatic admission to any public university if 
he/she is in the top 10% of the class.  The 
student must complete an application and meet 
all deadlines.  (UT at Austin is the only 
exception – it is currently the top 6%.)



Grade Point Average
O Honors courses will be weighted by 7% of the semester 

grade
O AP courses will be weighted by 10% of the semester 

grade
O Dual courses will be weighted by 10% of the semester 

grade for Class of 2025 and by 7% for Class of 2026
O The grade earned will be reflected on the transcript and 

report card.  The weight is added into the calculation of 
the GPA.

O Most colleges are making admissions decisions based 
on the transcript from the end of the junior year.





Next Steps
For 10th graders:
Counselors presenting information to student through World 
History classes the week of February 27th.

Counselors will return for individual meetings on:
● Wednesday  3/1 - McDonald/Chancelor
● Thursday 3/2 - Woody/Rudolph

Friday 3/3:  Counselors will pull any students who were 
missed.



Next Steps
For 9th graders:
Counselors presenting information to student through World 
Geography classes the week of March 6th.

Counselors will return for individual meetings on:
● Wednesday 3/8 - Frank/Grudzielanek
● Thursday 3/9 -  Lundy/Styron

Friday 3/10:  Counselors will pull any students who were 
missed.







Things To Consider 
O Schedule Changes will be limited.
O Students need to consult with current 

teachers if they have questions regarding 
placement for next year.

O Level changes must be made in the first week 
of school, at the end of the third week or at the 
end of the six weeks




